
         Post Surgical Care for Spays and Neuters 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pain 
An animal’s pain threshold is much higher than a human’s.  Therefore, animals do not exhibit as 
much discomfort following surgery. 
 
Licking at Incision 
Animals will often lick at the site of the incision.  This is usually due to itching caused by being 
closely shaven.  Occasionally it can be a result irritation from the suture material.  A restraint 
collar can be used if needed. 
 
Bleeding 
A small amount of hemorrhage will occasionally occur at the incision site.  This happens because 
of blood pooling under the skin.  When the animal moves, a drop or two will discharge through the 
sutures.  If bleeding is in excess or continues for more than 24 hours, please notify us.   
 
Incision Site 
Occasionally a hard lump will appear at the site of incision.  This is often due to the body reacting 
to the suture material or can be a result of blood pooling under the skin.  If it gets noticeably large, 
please call.  When the external sutures are removed, the lump quickly disappears. 
 
Response to Anesthetic 
Each animal recovers from the anesthetic at a different rate.  Some animals are back to normal 
within 24 hours while others may take as long at 3-4 days to recuperate.  Your pet will not be 
discharged from the hospital if he/she is unable to walk out.  However, some animals may still 
stagger slightly upon release.  We feel that your pet will recover from surgery faster if the 
convalescent time is spent at home. 
 
Feeding 
Do not feed your pet for at least three (3) hours after returning home and limit water to 3 or 4 
tablespoons every 20 minutes during this time.  Food for the first 24 hours should be limited to ¼ 
the normal amount.  During the second 24 hours, feed ½ the usual amount divided into morning 
and afternoon meals.  On the third day, offer normal amounts of food at the accustomed times.  
Excitement and overfeeding can cause vomiting.   
 
Miscellaneous  
All external sutures will be removed in ten days.   


