
Dental Information 

 
 
All dental procedures require an anesthetic.  Your pet will be started with an 
intravenous anesthetic.  After this is administered, a tube will be placed in its 
trachea and a gas anesthetic will be administered.  This is a very safe anesthetic 
and is used in human surgery.  Sometimes the anesthetic regimen will vary 
according to special conditions. 
 
Your pet’s teeth will be cleaned with an ultrasonic scalar, the same as is used in 
your dentist’s office.  The tartar and plaque will be removed with the scalar, and 
then the teeth are polished.  The fee for this is $125 for dogs less than 50 
pounds, $140 for dogs weighing between 51 and 75 pounds and $150 for dogs 
weighing over 75 pounds; cats are $110. 
 
Often times there are teeth that need to be removed because they are 
abscessed, have cavities, and are loose or broken.  Incisors are charged 
between $10-$25.  Molars, premolars, and canine teeth (the four large ones) are 
charged approximately $30-$25 per tooth because they have several roots and 
are more difficult and time consuming to remove.  Special precautions must be 
taken to remove canines from the lower jaw so that the jawbone does not 
fracture.  The gum line may be sutured together to cover the tooth socket.  These 
teeth have very deep roots (about twice as long as the tooth).  Before any of the 
molars, premolars, or canine teeth are removed, you will be notified by phone (or 
you may leave permission to pull any teeth when brought in for surgery).  For this 
reason, it is essential that you leave us a telephone number where you can be 
reached.  The veterinarian will give you a description of the problem and an 
estimate of the costs and the best way to treat it.   
 
Often there is a large amount of infection with the tartar and plaque on the teeth.  
The dental procedure removed this tartar and plaque from your pet’s teeth by 
blasting it with ultrasonic waves.  This tends to cause microscopic cuts in the 
gums which can cause an infection that can migrate into the blood stream of your 
pet and can cause a systemic infection involving other major organs in the body.  
We will often prescribe antibiotics to help prevent these types of infections from 
occurring.  The fee for this is approximately $15-$25.    


